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C. NATURAL AND PHYSICAL FEATURES 

Many physical and natural features have shaped Newport.

1. The Mississippi River 

The City of Newport contains roughly 2.5 miles of Mississippi 
River front.  The river forms the western boarder of the 
community and is used primarily for recreational use with limited 
industrial use.  Low-lying areas of Newport are occasionally 
inundated by floodwaters from the Mississippi River and are 
designated as flood plain areas.  The City has recently developed 
three overlooks along the river, to improve public access to this 
significant natural resource.  For detailed planning on the river see 
the Critical Area Plan Chapter 11. 

2. The Bluff 

This area forms the eastern boarder of the community as the top of 
the bluff abuts Cottage Grove and Woodbury.  The bluff contains 
extremely steep sloped areas and is heavily vegetated. It generally 
spans the entire City and into St. Paul following the Mississippi 
River. The bluff area is currently protected by the City’s Bluffland 
Overlay District Ordinance. The area includes parkland and open 
space as well as residential development.  A significant amount of 
undeveloped land remains on the bluffs.  Chapter 5 discusses tools 
to protect natural resources in these areas while allowing some 
additional development. 

3. Soils, Wetlands and Tree Canopy 

Soils, wetlands and tree canopy are all significant features to 
maintaining a healthy environment.  By looking at aerial 
photography, United States Geological Survey (USGS) maps and 
the Soil Survey of Washington County, one can see where the 
sensitive soils, wetlands and tree canopy features of the 
community are.  These areas have been preserved through local 
planning efforts and ordinances in recent years. 

4. The Highway Corridor 

One of the physical features that shaped the development of 
Newport is Highway 61/10, originally known as Territorial Road.  
This roadway is a major figure in transportation to the southeast 
metropolitan area serving the cities of Cottage Grove, St. Paul 
Park, Grey Cloud Township, Hastings and Prescott, Wisconsin. A 
development pattern of commercial and industrial uses 
intertwined with residential spans the highway through Newport.
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With the completion of improvements to Highway 61/10, I494, 
and the Wakota Bridge, the City is planning for redevelopment in 
the mixed use areas on the east and west sides of Highway 61.
Three new crossings of the highway will provide better 
connections between the east and west neighborhoods in Newport 
for cars, bikes and pedestrians. 

5. The Railroad 

A second physical force that has shaped the Newport community 
is the railroad.  Currently owned and operated by Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe Railroad Company, this rail corridor sees 
roughly 90 trains per day, two of which are Amtrak Passenger 
trains while the rest consist of heavy Freight trains from BNSF 
and Canadian Pacific Railroad Company. While moving through 
Newport these trains travel at speeds of 30 to 55 miles per hour.   
Development along the corridor has historically been of an 
industrial nature to take advantage of the railroad tracks.  Spurs 
serve such businesses as Marathon Oil (previously Ashland Oil), 
Newport Cold Storage and the Red Rock Industrial Park 
businesses.   

Development of the Red Rock Commuter Rail route is proposed 
for the stretch of rail from Hastings to St. Paul through Newport.
The plan includes a stop in Newport.  The City’s Revisioning plan 
and Chapter 5 of this plan include options for a transit stop and 
redevelopment of the surrounding area.  The potential stop will be 
a priority area for redevelopment during the next 20 years. 

6. Neighborhoods

Newport has identified its neighborhood areas in its recent 
Revisioning Newport process.  That process and the open houses 
completed for the Comprehensive Plan have identified the vision 
for the future of each of the neighborhood areas in the City.  The 
recommendations are discussed in Chapter IV of this plan. 
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Figure 3 - 2: 
USGS Map of Newport 
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D. DEMOGRAPHICS

1. Population

The following table details population and household growth in 
the City of Newport from 1960 to the present, and projects growth 
through 2030.

The City’s growth has leveled off in recent years, but the 
Metropolitan Council is projecting additional growth between 
2010 and 2030 of approximately 1000 people, and 550 
households.

Average household size is expected to continue to decline, while 
the number of households grows. 

Table 3 - 1: 
City of Newport Population Growth 

Year  Population % Growth Households % Growth Per/HH
1960 2,349 NA NA NA NA 
1970 2,922 24.4% NA NA NA 
1980 3,323 13.7% 1,153 NA 2.88 
1990 3,720 11.9% 1,323 14.7% 2.81 
2000 3,715 0.0% 1,418 7.2% 2.76 

2010 (proj.) 3,800 2.3% 1,580 11.4% NA 
2020 (proj.) 4,400 15.8% 1,850 17.% NA 
2030 (proj.) 4,890 11.1% 2,130 15.1% NA 

Source:  US Census, Metropolitan Council 

While it appears that the population of Newport has stabilized, 
some of its neighbors continue to grow rapidly. The communities 
of Cottage Grove, Woodbury, Inver Grove Heights and other 
communities still have land available for development. Table 3-2 
represents a regional perspective of population growth since 2000.
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Table 3 - 2: 
Regional Population Growth 

Community 2000
Population

2010
Population Estimate % Growth

Saint Paul 287,151 305,000 6.2% 
Newport 3,715 3,800 2.3%
Saint Paul Park 5,070 7,650 51.0% 
Cottage Grove 30,582 36,000 17.7% 
Woodbury 46,463 60,000 29.1% 
Washington County 188,914 244,122 29.2% 
Metropolitan Area 2,642,056 3,067,500 16.1% 

Source:  Metropolitan Council 

2. Age

Figure 3-3 represents the age cohort for the City of Newport based 
on 2000 Census data.  The community’s population profile is 
similar to other older, more fully-developed communities in the 
metropolitan area, where the largest cohorts are those in the Baby 
Boom, and children of the Baby Boom generation.   

3. Ethnicity and Race 

2000 Census data indicates that the City of Newport is 
predominately White, including 92% percent of the community’s 
population.  This has dropped slightly from 96% in 1990.  Blacks 
make up 1.7% of the population, about 1% are Native Americans, 
and 1.5 percent are Asian.  Approximately 4.3% of the 
community’s population identified themselves as Hispanic or 
Latino ethnicity. 

4. Household Composition 

Newport’s households include a mixture of married couples 
(50%) and single-person households (32%).  The number of 
single-person households has grown significantly since 1990, 
when it was 20% of Newport’s households.  Approximately 13 
percent of the City’s households are single-parent families. 

5. Poverty Status 

2000 Census data indicates that 12% of Newport’s households fell 
below the poverty level--similar to the 11% of Metro Area 
households below poverty in 2000.  The proportion of households 
below poverty in Newport fell slightly from 13% in 1990. 


