C. NATURAL AND PHYSICAL FEATURES

Many physical and natural features have shaped Newport.

1.

The Mississippi River

The City of Newport contains roughly 2.5 miles of Missipsip

River front. The river forms the western boardethe

community and is used primarily for recreational wah limited
industrial use. Low-lying areas of Newport are occasignall
inundated by floodwaters from the Mississippi Rived anre
designated as flood plain areas. The City has recently developed
three overlooks along the river, to improve public access to this
significant natural resource. For detailed planning erritrer see

the Critical Area Plan Chapter 11.

The Bluff

This area forms the eastern boarder of the commasithe top of

the bluff abuts Cottage Grove and Woodbury. The bluff contains
extremely steep sloped areas and is heavily vegetated. It generally
spans the entire City and into St. Paul following the Miggssi

River. The bluff area is currently protected by the GiBfiuffland
Overlay District Ordinance. The area includes parkland and open
space as well as residential development. A significantatrod
undeveloped land remains on the bluffs. Chapter 5 disctesses

to protect natural resources in these areas while allosange
additional development.

Soils, Wetlands and Tree Canopy

Soils, wetlands and tree canopy are all signifi¢eatures to
maintaining a healthy environment. By looking etial

photography, United States Geological Survey (USGS) maps and
the Soil Survey of Washington County, one can see where
sensitive soils, wetlands and tree canopy features of the
community are. These areas have been preserved hiamagd
planning efforts and ordinances in recent years.

The Highway Corridor

One of the physical features that shaped the development of
Newport is Highway 61/10, originally known as Terri&iRoad.
This roadway is a major figure in transportatiortite southeast
metropolitan area serving the cities of Cottage Grove,&bi. P
Park, Grey Cloud Township, Hastings and Prescott, Wsa. A
development pattern of commercial and industrial uses
intertwined with residential spans the highway tigilodNewport.
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With the completion of improvements to Highway 61/10, 1494,

and the Wakota Bridge, the City is planning foreeelopment in

the mixed use areas on the east and west sides of Highway 61.
Three new crossings of the highway will providetéet

connections between the east and west neighborhoods in Newport
for cars, bikes and pedestrians.

The Railroad

A second physical force that has shaped the Nevgponmunity
is the railroad. Currently owned and operated byliBgton
Northern Santa Fe Railroad Company, this rail corridor sees
roughly 90 trains per day, two of which are Amtrak Passenger
trains while the rest consist of heavy Freightrisgrom BNSF
and Canadian Pacific Railroad Company. While moving through
Newport these trains travel at speeds of 30 to &&srper hour.
Development along the corridor has historically befegno
industrial nature to take advantage of the railroackra Spurs
serve such businesses as Marathon QOil (previouslyaAdHDil),
Newport Cold Storage and the Red Rock Industrial Park
businesses.

Development of the Red Rock Commuter Rail route is proposed
for the stretch of rail from Hastings to St. Paul through Newport.
The plan includes a stop in Newport. The City’viRie®ning plan
and Chapter 5 of this plan include options foraasit stop and
redevelopment of the surrounding area. The potential stbpev

a priority area for redevelopment during the next 20s/ea

Neighborhoods

Newport has identified its neighborhood areas in its recent
Revisioning Newport process. That process andplea houses
completed for the Comprehensive Plan have identified #iervi
for the future of each of the neighborhood areas in the Tihe
recommendations are discussed in Chapter IV oflhis.
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Figure 3 - 2:
USGS Map of Newport
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